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contain  himself,   "mightn't  we  take   all   this   for
granted ? "                                       ,

"Wait a minute/' I said, "let him finish his
analogy."

" That's just it!" cried Leslie, " it's nothing but an
analogy. And I don't see how------"

" Hush, hush ! " said Parry. " Do let him
speak!"

" I was about to say," continued Wilson, "when
I was interrupted, that in the social organism------"

" Ah !" interjected Ellis, " here it is !"

" In the social organism, the individual corre-
sponds to the cell, the various trades and professions
to the organs. Society has thus its alimentary
system, in the apparatus of production and ex-
change; its circulatory system, in the network of
communications; its nervous system, in the govern-
ment machinery; its------"

"By the bye," interrupted Ellis, "could you tell
me, for I never could find it in Herbert Spencer,
what exactly in society corresponds to the spleen ? "

" Or the liver ? " added Leslie.

" Or the vermiform appendix ? " Ellis pursued.

"Oh, well," said Wilson, a little huffed at last, "if
you are tired of being serious it's no use for me to
continue."

, "I'm sorry, Wilson!" said Ellis. "I won't do it
again ; but one does get a little tired of the social
organism."

"More people talk about it/' answered Wilson,
"than really understand it."

"Very true," retorted Ellis, "especially among
biologists."